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November 27th, 2011

First Sunday in Advent

“Hope”

“Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul and sings the tune without the words, and never stops at all.” -Emily Dickenson 

Gathering of God’s People

Greetings

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Choral Call to Worship, Call to Advent                                                          

Preparation for Worship

Lighting of the Advent Candle, Waiting in Hope,                     Jim and Lois Ewing

Reading (Psalm 130: 5-8)


I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in God's word I hope; my soul 
waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more 
than those who watch for the morning. O Israel, hope in the Lord! For 
with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to 
redeem. It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.

*Hymn of Praise, Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus,                            Hymn # 2

Prayer


O Loving God, whose advent we celebrate throughout this journey 
of hope: Come renew our hearts and minds through the presence 
of the Spirit of Christ. Hear our prayers.

Assurance of Pardon:


Friends, hear the Good News of the Gospel:


In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

*Gloria                                                                                                            # 578 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Time with our Young Disciples 

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering & Offertory                         

*Doxology                                                                                                      # 592

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Offertory Prayer

Old Testament Reading: “The Birth of Isaac,” Genesis 21: 1-7                                           

*Hymn of Meditation, To a Maid Engaged to Joseph,                            Hymn #19                                                                                      

Proclamation of the Word

New Testament Reading: Luke 1: 26-38                                    Rev. Terry Hanna                 

Meditation                           “Nothing Is Impossible with God!”

Responding to the Word

Anthem, Keep Those Lamps Trimmed and Burning,

*Benediction

God said, “Let there be light,” and it happened. God brought land and animals, sky and sea, daylight and darkness into being with just his Word. God gave Sarah the promise of a child and it happened. God gave Mary the promise of a Son who would be the Living Word made flesh and blood and it happened. As we wait in hope for the coming promises of God, may we believe that “nothing is impossible with God,” and may we respond with “Here I am, Lord.” Amen.

*Hymn of Commitment, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,                         Hymn # 9    

*Choral Benediction

May the love of God go with you from this place.

May your hours and days show forth His praise.

*Postlude,                                                                                  

*Please Stand




The Mission Statement of The Bryson City Presbyterian Church:

To serve and glorify God through prayer, worship, nurture, teaching, and discipleship within our community and in the world. 

Our vision is to grow in grace.

Week at a Glance

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday from 9:00-1:00

Special Events in December

Presbyterian Women- Christmas Party at Jessie Greyer's home-December 8th, 6:00-all women of the church are welcome!

Storyteller, Donna Marie Todd, will lead Sunday worship on December 11 with lunch following and decorating the church.

Children Christmas Program and Pot Luck Fellowship Supper-Dec. 14, 6:30

Christmas Worship

Moravian Love Feast-Christmas Eve, 6:00 pm

Carols & Candlelight-Christmas Eve, 8:00 pm

Christmas Day Worship-Lessons & Carols, 11:00 am

The Bryson City Presbyterian Church-P.O. Box 549, Bryson City, NC 28713, 828-488-2480

Pastor: Terry L. Hanna; Music Director: Brandi Moon; Office Manager: Terry Arvey

email: bcpc@bcpcusa.org; website: bcpcusa.org                   

