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From My Heart to Yours…. Pastor Terry
A Word of Thanks
This week the curtain falls on another church year. As we celebrate Christ the King
Sunday we end one year and begin another new year with Advent. This is a time to
look back and look forward. Do we look back in regret and look forward in fear? Or do
we look back to gain wisdom and look forward in hope? It is all a matter of perspective.

It is only fitting that the church end its year by announcing the Kingdom of God and the Lordship of
Christ precisely in the midst of a world where God’s kingdom seems so far away. But that is our
witness- counter to what the culture sees, there is a grace filled, crucified and risen, forgiving, spirit
transforming Lord whose reign is both here and yet coming. It is all around us and yet still not fully
present. It breaks in all the time and yet we await its fullness. And it’s message is: God reigns!

So, I want to offer a word of thanks… to all who took a risk this year, tried something new and weren't

discouraged, even if it didn’t work- thank you! And to all who supported new ministries, even though
they brought with them a little chaos and some concern over shared space- thank you! And to all who
welcomed the stranger into our house, even though some of those relationships were unfamiliar and
uncomfortable- thank you! And to all who cared for each other in those difficult times when there are
no words- thank you! And for all took a chance on us and joined this fellowship of friends offering
their gifts and talents to become a part of this church family- thank you!
And now what can we hope for in the future? I don’t know what the future will hold for us. All I know
is that we can trust God with our future just like we have trusted God with our past.

One word of advice, however, given by Heather Lende who writes obituaries in a small town in Alaska:
Find the good! In our future may we intentionally try to find the good in people and situations, and
that practice, and it is a spiritual practice, will make our lives more meaningful. Our Lord saw the good
in us and that is why “The Word became flesh and lived among us.” (John 1:14) God is with us.
That is the message of this season of hope. God is with us, so we can find the good in this world and in
it’s people. In this new year, find the good!
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