SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
December 21, 2025

THE GATHERING

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

*CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 80

Leader: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock!

People: Restore us, O God, let your face shine, that we might be
saved.

Leader: Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will
call on your name.

People: Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that
we may be saved.

All: Let us worship God!

*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
Martha Rich & Kyle Colley

*HYMN 105 People, ook East

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, always with us, always coming, we confess that we do not
know how to prepare for your Advent. We have forgotten how to hope in
miracles; we have ignored the promise of your kingdom; we get
distracted by all the busyness of this season. Forgive us, God. Grant us
the simple wonder of the shepherds, the intelligent courage of the magi,
and the patient faith of Mary and Joseph, that we may journey with them
to Bethlehem and find the good news of a child born for us. Now, in the
quiet of our hearts, we ask you to make us ready for his coming. Amen.
Silent Prayer

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you all.
People: And also with you.

*GLORIA 113 (chorus)

Glo- - - -ria tn excelsts Deo!
Glo - - - ria in excelsis Deo!

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread: and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY

*THE DOXOLOGY 609

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below
Alleluza, alleluia!l
Praise God in Jesus, fully known:
Creator, Word, and Spirit one.

Alleluza, alleluia! Alleluza, alleluia alleluia!

*PRAYER AFTER THE OFFERING

Tapestry of Light
A Celtic Christmas Celebration by Joseph M. Martin
Genesis 1:1-3 Carols of Hope And Light
Isaiah 40:3-5, Isaiah 42:6 Longing For The Light
Isaiah 35:1-2 An Advent Garden
Isaiah 7:14, Luke 1:26-33 The Holy Child Of Mary

Isaiah 9:6, Luke 2:1-7 A Celtic Noel

Luke 2:8-14 O Wondrous Night
Carols Of The Quest

A Celtic Gloria

Isaiah 60:1-3, Matthew 2:1-2

Matthew 5:14-16

John 8:12 Bethlehem Light
John 1:1-4 Carols Of Celebration
*HYMN 134 Joy to the World

THE SENDING

*BLESSING AND BENEDICTION

*CHORAL BENEDICTION

May the love of God go with you from this place.
May your hours and days show forth his praise.

*Rise in body or spirit.
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Leading in worship today:
Pastor
Rev. Beth Newman

Choir Director
Kathy Wiggins

Sanctuary Choir

Sopranos
Annette Husson, Joan Parks, Carol Sussman

Altos

Ann Bullock, Sue Jordan, Diana Ranson

Tenors
Mark Brannon, Ron Miller

Basses
Ben Harrison, Steve Lambert

Readers
Beth Newman
Martha Rich

Musicians
Kathy Wiggins - Piano
Katherine Whitehouse - Flute
Preston Hart - Percussion
Calloway Propst - Percussion

Sound
Tony Monnat
Dan Manley



Announcements

WELCOME VISITORS! If you are worshipping here for the first time today,
Welcome! We are glad to have you join in our worship service.

SUNDAY SERVICE: Sunday service is at 11:00 am in the Sanctuary. It is also
on Facebook and YouTube Live Stream.

SUNDAY MORNING CLASS: Pastor Beth leads a class on Sunday mornings
in the Hut from 9:45 - 10:30 a.m. This class is discussion-based and open to any
adult or teen who would like to come.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY: Wednesday Bible Study will be at 11:00 a.m.
in the Parlour.

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING: 50% of the offering assists current and
retired church workers with critical financial needs, and 50% makes it possible
for students to learn and grow in faith at Presbyterian-related schools and
colleges. An envelope for the donation is in this bulletin.

FLOWER CHART: There is a Flower Chart in the narthex, on the left as you
enter the main door. If you would like to bring flowers for our Sanctuary, write
your name and telephone number under the month and date. If you would like
to donate them in honor or memory of someone, please drop a note in the
offering plate.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES:

Communion - Every first Sunday of the month.

Choir Practice - Every Sunday at 9:45 am. Anyone is welcome. Please join us!
Back Porch Bible Study - Sundays from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. at the home of
Martha Rich. For more information, call Martha at 770-851-6852.

Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 11:00 am in the Parlour.

Session Meeting - The next Session meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January
20th at 5:30 p.m.

Women’s Breakfast - Every Thursday at 8:00 a.m. at Mountain Perks except
for the second Thursday of each month, when the location will be decided on.
Men’s Breakfast - Every Thursday at 8:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

Daily Change Offering - Every second Sunday of each month.

Presbyterian Women - The second Tuesday of every month at 1:00 p.m. You
can come eatly, bring your lunch, and have fellowship.

Coffee & Fellowship - Every first Sunday after worship service.

Food Pantry - Every Monday 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. and every Saturday 10:00
a.m. - 12:00 noon.

Welcome Wednesdays - Manna distributes every other Wednesday at the
Church Food Pantry for anyone who wishes to pick up food.

AA Meetings - Monday at noon, Tuesday at 5:30 p.m., Thursday at noon,
Friday at 6:30 p.m., and Saturday at 7:00 p.m. Also, in the Fellowship Hall, on
the last Tuesday of each month from 4:30 to 7:00 pm.

“Feed My Sheep” - Food and Worship in the Fellowship Hall every Thursday
from 3:00 to 6:30 pm.

Advent Schedule

e Sunday, December 21st - Christmas Cantata 11:00 a.m.
® Blue Christmas Service at the Grove 5:00 p.m.
e Wednesday, December 24th- Moravian Love Feast 5:00 p.m.
e Sunday, December 28th - Casual Lessons & Carols
® Sunday, January 4, 2026- Epiphany & Sharing of Star Words

@ Give to BCPC

This is 2 QR Code and can be scanned by your phone’s camera. If your phone
does not have this capacity, you can download an app. This code is linked to the
church’s Paypal account.

BCPC Elders: Patty Ambrosino (Church Grounds), Sammi Birchfield
(Discipleship & Community Outreach), Randy Bumgarner (Building &
Grounds), Bill Helwig (Worship Committee), Bob Jordan (Building &
Grounds), Dan Manley (Clerk), Lisa Monnat (Personnel), Martha Rich
(Congregational Life), Carol Sussman (Finance)

BCPC Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Beth Newman

Music Director: Kathy Wiggins

Office Administrator: Elise Bryson
Custodians: Michael & Daniel Cochran

Email-BCPC@bcpcusa.org; Website-www.bcpcusa.org
Facebook-www.facebook.com/BryvsonCityPresbyterianChurch

Paypal.me/lovebcpc
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Mission Statement of Bryson City Presbyterian Church
We seek to follow Jesus Christ as we . . .
Engage and enconrage one another in worship and fellowship
Learn together as we grow in discipleship and
Reach out in lore.


http://www.bcpcusa.org
http://facebook-www.facebook.com/BrysonCityPresbyterianChurch

